From: Tim Huffman

To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/23/02 1:15pm
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

I respectfully submit my comments on the proposed settlement in the case of
United States v. Microsoft Corp. Unfortunately, I feel that the proposed
settlement does little to put an end to Microsoft's monopoly, and has no
provisions for enforcement.

I would strongly recommend that Microsoft be forced to publicly document the
APTI's for it's various Windows operating systems, and that it be required to
make publicly available any changes to those API's at least six months before
releasing software based on those changes.

Publicly documenting the Windows API's does not mean that anybody could
easily replicate Windows or reverse-engineer it, but it would mean that other
Independent Software Vendors (ISV's) would be able to compete on equal ground
with Microsoft's own software running on Windows. This is an effective

solution because while it still allows Microsoft to innovate and create new
products, it also means that Microsoft cannot further leverage its monopoly

by giving it's other projects unfair access to secret software code.

Thank you for your time, and thank you for considering my opinion.
Timothy M. Huffman
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